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The structure of Herati Pattern in Persian Carpets
*Leila Nafisinia
M.A. in Art Studies
leilanafisinia@yahoo.com

Abstract
Herati is a traditional pattern in Persian carpet. Lexically, this pattern is attributed to Herat and it

consists of two motifs in structure — mainly reciprocal and symmetric leaves or fish shaped
leaves that encircle a distinctive large flower.

Herati design can be connected to the ancient art of Iran, but the latest form is clearly identified
in the artworks of Timurid and Safavid era.

Perhaps the first prototypes of Herati carpet design were woven in Herat, in the Great
Khorasan or the region, and then were introduced to the world’s carpet markets. Nevertheless,
gradually along with other weaving centers in Iran, it is woven in other countries like India,
Afghanistan, Armenia, Turkey and Syria.

Due to the variety of methods, weaving style, taste, sampler size, common motifs, design and
color, in different regions, the Herati pattern has entailed various names and that can especially
contribute to the identification of the regions of production.

design Two characters have survived In the process of the design development:

_ Circular multiplication of the main motifs around the central motif.

_ The use of certain SAMAVARI and DOOSTKAMI borders.

Due to the dominance of fish & fish—shaped leaf motifs, and use of diamond shape, called
pond, this motif is traditionally named as “Fish”, “Fish Up”, “Fish and Pond” in all Iran’s
weaving centers, and in fact these are versions of the Herati patterns.

In this article the structure of Herati pattern, its evolution and its different versions in different
parts of Iran has been comparatively investigated.

Keywords: Persian carpet, Herati, Fish Up pattern, structure, style
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